Richmond Archaeological Society

Minutes of the Committee Meeting held Wednesday 24th September 2008

Present: John Hood (Chair); Peter Brown; Mike Lapworth; Yvonne Masson; 

              Shirley Sell

1. Apologies for Absence: Jennifer Hunt

2. Volunteers to Committee
Joan Samuel and Charles Keggen had offered to come onto the Committee.  It was agreed that they should be invited to join the Committee and to attend the next Committee meeting.  JH pointed out the need to encourage members who are not necessarily on the Committee to organise events, as John Alderton and Dot Flemen have been doing recently.  It was suggested that Lynn Darwood be approached to see if she is interested in coming onto the Committee.  

3. January Social
There was discussion as to whether we should go ahead with this event, and it was agreed that we would, but to hold it at the Vestry Hall with a buffet.  PB will confirm the January booking of the hall.  ML will contact Paul Hill as a possible speaker.  Bob Cowie was also suggested.  SS offered to help organise the buffet, and food will be bought from possibly Marks and Spencer etc. plus some homemade items such as a cake and salad.  As the event will be cheaper we could spend more on food.  ML suggested that holding the Social at the Vestry Hall might emphasise to members the difficulty we have been experiencing in organising the event.  The suggested timetable was: start 7.30 pm, talk from about 8.15 to 9pm, finish 10.30pm.  If possible it should be publicised in the November newsletter.   

4. Summer Outing
A number of suggestions were put forward: 

SS: Portsmouth Dockyard;  she will find out prices etc. 

Dover with the Dover boat etc. with possibly calling in at Lullingstone Roman villa.  

ML: Museum of the Iron Age at Andover.  

The  Weald and Downland museum. 

YM: the same venue as the KUTAS outing this year, which was Winchester;  she will find out details from KUTAS.

5. Next Year’s Lecture Programme 

JH said that Keith Whitehouse had been asked to do a second lecture on the standing buildings at Fulham Palace: he should be given our Autumn 2009 dates to choose one.  ML suggested a talk on the work at Chiswick House.  SS said she knew a speaker on the Minoans.  JH suggested Chris Stringer, or one of his assistants, on the Neanderthals in Spain plus possibly mention of the Hobbit: ML will contact him.  PB suggested a talk on conservation or other science-based subject; JH said we should try to include at least one science subject a year. As soon as a speaker has agreed, he or she should be sent a list of possible dates, and the Committee should be informed which date once confirmed.  

6. Letter re. Historical Environment Research Strategy for Greater London
It was agreed to invite a representative to attend our October or November lecture meeting.  The subject would be introduced at the start of the meeting and anyone interested could stay on after the talk for a discussion.  They should be sent a list of our Autumn talks.  

7. Any Other Business
There was general agreement that it would be a good thing if RAS could work with the Fulham Archaeological Group, or with KUTAS on their projects such as at Tolworth.  JH said we should try to have more contact with these groups, perhaps with links on our website.    

SS suggested a visit to the Roman street and sentry box under the Barbican.  

JH said that John Costello seems somewhat better, and will be delivering what he holds of RAS paperwork etc. soon to JH’s house.  

JH is holding the RAS display boards, and the radio mike - he wondered if this could be kept at Vestry Hall.  There should be an inventory prepared of RAS equipment.       

There being no other business, the meeting was closed.

